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That to Knox savoured of idolatry, and he was
loud in its condemnation. When, as one of the
king's preachers, he delivered a sermon before the
Court, he denounced the practice of kneeling, in
his usual sweeping terms, and appealed in the
name of God for a revision of the book. It was
a point on which he felt very keenly. While at
Berwick, he had insisted that his congregation
should sit and not kneel at communion, and he
had defied Cranmer's instructions on the matter.
It appeared, however, that Cranmer was to
win on this occasion. He had already obtained
approval for his work, and Knox's protest before
the king was made only shortly before the
time fixed for the issue of the new prayer-book.
Knox, nevertheless, worked up a considerable
agitation in the few days that remained. In his
view the Church must follow the Bible absolutely.
Not only must nothing be omitted, but nothing
must be added. Apart from the danger that
communicants might be led to imagine that the
bread and wine were actually Christ's body, he
objected to kneeling-on the ground that no
scriptural authority existed for such an attitude
at the communion table. The opposition of
which he was so prominent a member failed in
its object of revising the injunction, but the
Council was moved to add that " the sacramental
bread and wine . . . may not be adored, for
that were idolatry to be 'abhorred of all faithful